	The infamous White House party crashers are not shopping their story and trying to hit pay dirt with an interview deal, a spokeswoman insisted Sunday. "The rumors and allegations that we are demanding money for interviews is completely false," said Mahogany Jones, a spokeswoman for Michaele and Tareq Salahi, the fame-seeking Washington couple who got past security and waltzed uninvited into a state dinner with President Obama last week.  The Daily News reported Sunday that reps for the cash-strapped couple contacted networks and urged them to "get their bids in" for what they hope will be a mid-six figure deal for the couple's first television sitdown.  The couple - who have also been courting a reality show - also postponed an appearance on "Larry King Live" set for Monday night. Jones blamed the move on "miscommunication" and insisted the couple are turning down all requests.  Network insiders disputed Jones' claims, saying the couple wanted money to talk, but the networks didn't want to pay. "These people are apparently in some financial distress and are looking to cash in on this," said a source, adding that the couple are  seeking$250,000.  http://www.nydailynews.com/gossip/2009/11/30/2009-11-30-white_house_party_crashers michaele_and_tareq_salahi_deny_trying_to_cash_in_on_p.html#ixzz0YP4mfGUk

	Tiger Woods said in his statement Sunday, "I'm human and I'm not perfect." The tornado of 24/7 media, accusation, unsourced rumors and flat-out lies he's inside now all started with a very human imperfection -- he ran his car into a fire hydrant and a tree. And now he won't talk about it. Which is his prerogative. But it's a mistake, for one reason. It's not that he owes the truth to all the corporations that make him the richest athlete in the world. And it's not that he owes the truth to his fans. He gives them the greatest golf game in history. It's this: He's an educator. He started and runs the Tiger Woods Learning Center in Orange County, Calif., a place where kids go to learn about golf, the world, and personal responsibility, like how to be honest. Until Woods answers some questions, he is only teaching his students that the best thing to do in a crisis is to run and hide. These are those questions:

1) What made him lose control of his car?
2) Why did it happen at 2:25 a.m.?
3) If his wife, Elin, was indeed coming to his aid as he lay unconscious in the front seat of his Cadillac Escalade, why did she smash out the rear windows? http://sports.espn.go.com/espnmag/reillygofish




Washington (CNN) -- President Obama has informed several top diplomatic and military officials about his decision regarding new U.S. strategy and troop levels in Afghanistan, White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said Monday. Obama gave orders to implement the new strategy during the Oval Office meeting, Gibbs said. On Tuesday, Obama will travel to West Point, New York, to announce his decision on a request by McChrystal for up to 40,000 additional troops. Obama is expected to send more than 30,000 U.S. troops and seek further troop commitments from NATO allies as part of a counterinsurgency strategy to wipe out al Qaeda elements and stabilize the country while training Afghan forces. Gibbs said the president's West Point speech will explain why the United States is involved in Afghanistan, the new American mission in the war-torn country and the process that led to Obama's decision. Obama also will emphasize the limit on U.S. resources "in manpower and budget" and stress that the Afghan mission is "not open-ended," Gibbs said. Major questions remain, however, about congressional and broader public support for a new military buildup in the more than eight-year war. Obama is facing an increasingly loud chorus of disapproval from the liberal base of the Democratic Party. Some Democrats vehemently oppose any troop increase. There also is concern about the dollar cost of the war. Other Republicans warned, however, that public backing for the war might be wearing thin.

-http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/11/30/obama.afghanistan/index.html

Idioms in Context

Directions: Read the articles on the previous page and find synonyms (on the right) to match the meaning of the words (on the left). After you have found the synonyms, work in small groups and write complete sentences (“new” sentences) using the idioms that you learned.

President Obama – Afghanistan (cnn.com)

	Word
	Idiom in article

	eliminate
	

	devastated/destroyed
	

	unlimited/no “controls”
	

	increase/upgrade
	

	group of opposition
	

	decreasing/going downhill
	


Tiger Woods (espn.com)

	Word
	Idiom in article

	whirlwind/large amount
	

	crashed
	

	promises
	

	avoid it completely
	

	helping someone
	


Party Crashers (www.nydailynews.com)

	Word
	Idiom in article

	uninvited guests
	

	get money
	

	go around/walk by
	

	in debt
	

	make an offer/propose a deal
	

	interview
	

	thinking about/planning
	

	rejecting/not agreeing
	

	get money from
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